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In this workshop, we will discuss 
tolerance, sustainability and circular
design principles, to kickstart your 
projects for the Madar competition 



Your challenge!

Identify challenges around you, which can be 
improved, and start proposing opportunities 
to develop your projects!



Our Aims today!

Start using some of the tools for Sustainability 
and Circularity, to brainstorm about your project!

Think how Tolerance Values will guide us!

Assemble your teams, minimum 3 members. 



What is Tolerance? 



Tolerance

Willingness to [respect and] accept feelings, 
habits, or beliefs that are different from your 
own. 

Source: Encyclopedia Britannica. 



Source: https://www.tolerance.gov.ae/uaetolerance



Source: https://www.tolerance.gov.ae/uaetolerance

Tolerance in UAE



Tolerance

Coexistence! Living in peace!
An essential tool for achieving sustainable 
development. 

Source: https://www.tolerance.gov.ae/uaetolerance



Tolerance

Coexistence! Living in peace!
Is it only about People? 

How about Tolerance (coexistence, living in 
peace) with all forms of life in our planet? 

Source: https://www.tolerance.gov.ae/uaetolerance
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“The ability to sustain life in Earth”

Described as the 3 pillars: 

3 E’s : Equity, Ecology, Economy

3 P’s : People, Planet, Profit.

http://www.conservationeconomy.net/pattern_map/noflash/index.html

Sustain + ability

http://www.braun.com/


       Development that 
meets the needs of 
the present 
generation without 
compromising the 
ability of future 
generations to meet 
their needs.

       Bruntland Report

 
 

Sustainable Development



Apps and digitalized services can 
reduce the waste of materials, such 
as paper.
Sustainability considerations can 
also include energy efficiency in 
apps and websites, among others

• Sustainability and sustainable design

https://www.smartdubai.ae/initiatives/paperless

Sustainable digital service design examples in UAE



Apps and services can help 
modify behaviours. 

Better use of resources, 
reduction of electricity and 
water usage, energy efficiency.

https://www.dewa.gov.ae/~/media/Files/Customer/Sustainability%20Reports/DEWA%20Sustainability%20Report%202019%20EN.ashx

Sustainable digital service design examples in UAE



DUBAI 
SUSTAINABLE

CITY

ENERGY
WATER
WASTE
AIR QUALITY
PLANTS
ANIMALS

•http://en.envirocitiesmag.com/articles/sustainable_investment_for_greener_future/duba
i_sustainable_city_shaping_future_cities.php

Sustainable design examples in UAE



ENERGY
WATER
WASTE
MATERIALS
MOBILITY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Llzq9YMsPP8

Sustainable design examples in UAE
MASDAR

CITY
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Circularity – Design for a Circular Economy

19Sources: https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/circular-economy/what-is-the-circular-economy

An economy that is restorative and 
regenerative by design.

In a circular economy economic activity builds 
and rebuilds overall system health. The concept 
recognises the importance of the economy 
needing to work effectively at all scales – for big 
and small businesses, for organisations and 
individuals, globally and locally.

It is based on three principles:

•Design out waste and pollution
•Keep products and materials in use
•Regenerate natural systems



Why circular and cyclic?
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Biomimicry, Industrial Ecology, Cradle to Cradle and Life Cycle Thinking are all tools which imitate cycles and systems in nature. 
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Nature operates around 
ecosystems and cycles, 
where nothing is wasted, 
but everything becomes 
a resource for other 
species  or subsystems. 

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/circular-economy/concept/infographic

Why circular and cyclic?



Circular design tools

22

Circular design (2018) 
includes some useful 
tools and methods for 
design for the circular 
economy. 

One of these tools, is 
precisely the “service 
flip” where products 
sold are replaced by 
services provided.  
https://www.circulardesignguide.com/methods



understanding nature, 
biology and ecology can help 
us to design & innovate, in a 
sustainable and circular way ! 



Tolerance

Coexistence! Living in peace!
Is it only about People? 

How about Tolerance (coexistence, living in 
peace) with all forms of life in our planet? 
 

Source: https://www.tolerance.gov.ae/uaetolerance



Let’s use nature as 
model, measure and 
mentor, to inspire 
solutions for a better, 
sustainable, circular 
economy !
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May the values of tolerance 
allow us to coexist, in peace, 
with all forms of life.



Your challenge!

Identify challenges around you, which can be 
improved, and start proposing opportunities 
to develop your projects!



Our Aims today!

Start using some of the tools for Sustainability 
and Circularity, to brainstorm about your project!

Think how Tolerance Values will guide us!

Assemble your teams, minimum 3 members. 



Resources
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https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/circular-economy-in-cities

https://www.circulardesignguide.com/methods

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/circular-economy/concept/infographic

http://www.conservationeconomy.net/pattern_map/noflash/index.html

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/circular-economy-in-cities
https://www.circulardesignguide.com/methods
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/circular-economy/concept/infographic
http://www.conservationeconomy.net/pattern_map/noflash/index.html
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